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NCOURAGED by the liberal patronage given to the 
firft volume of the Western Misstonary Maca- .- 
j ZiNE, the Editors are induced toenter upon the publication of a sak 
fecond. As the public have been already informed, the Editors | 
receiveno pecuniary advantage by the publicatiqn, as the profits 
| arifing fromthe fale go to the Miffionary fund, and are to be 
: applied for fpreading the Gofpel amongft the heathen, and the 
deftitute fettlements on the frontiers.——T hey have been only 
induced to undertake the work, from a defire to promote the 
interefts of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, and to fpread the fa- + 
‘vour of the knowledge of him as far as poffible. And indeed, 
the prefent is not a period for indolence and indifference, in 
thofe wha wifh well to the caufe of Chrift: On the contrary, 
the figns of the times require the moft vigorous exertions. 
For although the Spirit of God has been, and we believe, is 
ftill at work in the Churches, by accompanying the preach- 
ed Gofpel with almighty power—to the awakening of the 
earelefs and fecure—-leading enquiring fouls to Chrift—and 
in building up believers in their moft holy faith. Yet whois there 
that does not know, that Infidelity, under the falfe name of 
Philofophy, ftill greatly abounds—that Immorality is noe 
afhamed to fhow its face—and that many, blindfolded by Sa. 
tan and their own corrupted hearts, are doing what in them 
lies to oppofe, and difcredit the work of God in our own 
Churches, and in the Churches to the South, and to the 
Wefk. All men, whe love the Lord Jefus Chrift, are loudly 
galled upon, not only to ufe their utmoft exertions, for fpread- 
ing the Light of the Gofpel to the benighted Heathens, who 
are perifhing for lack of vifion—but alfo to ftep forth in de- 
renee of the infulted eaufe of the Divine Redeemer, 
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The Editors eonce've, that a p-riodical publication like the 
refent, 1s calculated, through the divine bl fling, to oremote 
thef: falutarv purpef's. “The various Eflays on important 
points in religion, are not only calculated to enlighten the un- 
derftanding ; but the various accounts that come to hand day 
after day, of many thoughtlefs, unzodly, and wicked perfons, 
of all ranks and ages, being ftruck down under a fenfe of fin 
and mifery, and final to cry out & what fhell we do to be 
faved,”’ cannot fail, of alarming the thoughtl fs and wickccCms. 
And an account of the way in which convinced firnners have 
been led to clofe with Corift, may be alfo (and we hope has 
already been) the means of inducing thofe in fimilar curcum- 
ftances, to caft the concerns of their labouring and heavy la~ 
den fouls on that Jefus, who has promif.d complete r: ft to all 
thofe who come unto him. ‘To this they wou!d add, that ar 
account of the numerous and remarkable trophies of divine 
race that happen at prefent in the churches, dav after day, 
muft through time, caufe the open and avowed Infidel to con- 
fefs that Chrift is not only the Saviour of the world; but that 
he reigns King in Zion; and induce him to bow to the fcep-~ 
tre of his grace, before he is forever bruifed with the red of 
his avenging Juftice. 

They alfo conceive, that it is a duty ind-fpenfably binding 
on all 6 friends and fervants of Chrift, to record the wandere 
ful works of the Lord in their day, that the generation te 
come, and the people which fhill be created, mav praife him. 

From the aforementioned, and other motives, the Editors 
(as his been already announced) are not unwilling to conti« 
nue this publication, provided they receive fufficient patron- 
ace and encouragement. 

Should a continuation of this work, meet the mind of itg 
former patrons, and oa hati thev not only requeft, that the 
Minifters of the Go pe}, but all who have talents, and leifure, 
would fend them materials, according to the follov ing plan; 
but alfo, chat all thofe who are indebted, would pay « ff dine 
arrears, and be as punctual as poffible with refpe@ to their 
remittances, for the time tocome. Without this the work 
cannot be carried on, and one princinl end defigned by it 
(namely, railing a fund for fending M ffionaries to the Hea-~ 
then, and preaching the Gof el to the tnhabitants‘of our fren- 
ser fettlements) will be fruftrated. 







































Preface. 
The following is the Plan of the Work: 


TO CONTAIN, 


Original lege s~~Extraéts upon Religious Subjects ;—. 
B recaphical 1! Ketches of Perfons who have been sieful and 
eminent in the Couch jm Ecc letiaftical Hiftory ;—Informa- 
too rr {oedting Mifions Narratives of revivals of Religie 
61 5—= A -mirks onthe fu fionent of prophcics as they refp et 
the prefeat day ;—-€xpofitions of difficult paflages of ira 
ture j—- Accounts of remaikable d.fpentations of Providence ; 
iin selical Hs mans j—-"oge ther baie whatever elfe may nih a 
Vaice genuine piety, aud pure morality, 4 | 


) J »  CONDITIDNS OF PUBLICATION, vit 


¥. The Magazine wiil be publ fhed monshly ; to be printedwith 
a good ype, and on psper of a good quality. 

Ii. Eich number fhil cootain not lefs than forty pages 5 the 
price t»9 Surfcribers twelve and acalf cents s 10 Nou tubicrie 
ber- fourteen cents 

) HI. Avcveend of every yearan Index to the twelve prece. 
ding Numbers will be given grawis. 
I’. Payment to be mae on the delivery of the books: Any 
pe fon whoths.| take twelve copies for bimielf, or Subfcribers 
whom he has ob aimed, and pay foc them on delivery, fhall 
receive ove gratis. 

¥. The publ cacion will commence as foon as 5¢0 copies thall 

be fubfcribed for; and notice will be given in ite public pae 

pers when the firtt Number wali be reacy, which it is fuppoted 
will be in Feb-uary next. 

Wi. Any perfon may wi.hdraw his fubfcription at the end of the 
year, upen giving @ month’s previ: us MOICEe. 

The extent and progieflive tate of this Weftern Country ; its 
Vicinity to the Indian cribes, whole fi uation enpagis the 
atten ion of the Miffionary {pirit now {> prevalent tn the Chrif 
tian world; ics conne@ion with thofe W:ftern and new tetle-. 
ments, in which re! igicn has been of late fo emi: ently revived ¢ 
the pleafing appezrance of the i.me rema kable work among 
@ufelves; the difficulty, expenfe, and delay occafioned in pro. 
curing fimilar publications from the taflern part of the Conti- 
nent ; the importance of diffe minating Coriftiin knowiec ge; 
the pleifing thought of circulating that religious intellice:ce, 
which will probably gladden ihe hearts of many of ihe fijende uf 
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7 Preface. 


Zion, are powerful motives to induce the undertaking in this 
Country a work of the above defcription. 

From thele confiderations, the Synod of Pittfburgh refolved 
to undert:ke the prefent Work ; and appointed the following 
Gentlemen, members of their body, to be Editors ; 


The Reverend Meffieurs 
JOHN M‘MILLAN, JAMES HUGHS, 
JOHN ANDERSON, SAMUEL PORTER, 
SAMUEL RALSTONE; WiLLIAM WYLIE, 
JOSEPH BADGER, WILLIAM SWAN, 
JOHN M‘PHERIN, THOMAS MOORK, 
WILLIAM WICK, GEOKGE SCOTT. 

To the three firft of thefe is committed the more immegiate 

fuperintendance of the bufinefs ; and to them, with the other nine, 


are to be directed all communications and papers for infertion. 


To a work fe ufefule—{o mueh wanted in our country, under. 
taken for fuch beneficial purpofes, and conduéted with fuch cif. 
jnterefted views, the Editors may well felicii and expeét encoue 
ragement from every fijend of Rekigiog and Morality. 
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REPORT of the DIRECTORS 


TO THE NINTH GENERAL MEETING OF THE 
LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


HE communication of thofe occurrences which relate 

either to the introduction or revival of the gofpel-d.f- 

penfation among the nations of the earth, is a circumRance 

which ftrongly excites the attention, and engages the feelings 

of thofe who havea fuitable concern for the honour of their 

Saviour. Whilft, as members ot civil fociety, they are aétus 

ated by thofe benevolent principles which embrace with are 

dour the interefts of the human race, their minds are engaged 

with others in the confideration of thofe momentous operas 

tions of Divine Providence, which are producing fuch impor 

tant effects in the world: yet it is the connection of thefe 

with the fpiritual dominion of Chrift among mer, and their 

influence in relation to that fubje@, which moft ftrongly fix- : 

@s their regards and interefts their hearts. 4 
Not only is this the evangelical medium through which the 

great arrangements of the Governor of the univerfe will be 

contemplated, by fuch as confider the triumphant reign of 

Chrift over the nations to be the leading principle by which 

they are regulated, and the great refult in which they will ter- 

minate ; but thefe arrangements themfelves will efpecially be 

regarded by thofe te whom the direction of Miffionary iufti- 
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$ Report of the Diredtors 


tutions is committed, as containing thofe fignals and intimae 
tions of the Divine Bleafure, refpecting their plans and pro- 
ceedings, which demand their particular attention, 

When, therefore, thof: impediments are removed by the 
providence of God; which for ages have obftruted the pro- 
grefs of the gofpel ; when facilities are afforded for the cir- 
culation of the Holy Scriptures, and the pure adminiftration 
of its inftitutions, in countries where they have long been in- 
terdicted by the fevereft penalties, this ftate of things contains 
6 providential voice, which inftructs us in our duty, and in- 
vites us to improve it. On thefe grounds the Directors have 
proceeded, in their meafures relating to the introduction of 
the unadulterated religion of Chrift, into thofe nations on the 
Continent, which, for a feries of ages, were fo much under 
the controul of the Papacy, and more recently fo overwhelm- 
ed with the principles of infidelity, as to be inacceffible to the 
exertions of Chriftians forthis great purpefe. As this isthe moft 
diftinguifhing meafure of the Direétors fince the laft Anni- 
werlary, they will introduce their Report with this fubje&. 

For two preceding years, the Society has manifefted the 
commendable detire of endeavouring to be inftrumental ia 
building on the ruins of the Papacy, the divine cd fice*of pure 
Chriftianity : and as the moft powerful means for that pur- 
pofe, within their reach, was the circulation of the holy Scrip- 
tures, they determined to confecrate a part of their funds te 
this object. Refle@ting alfo on the awful cfc éts produced by 
eo prevalence of infide clity, they judged it might be of great 

2 to conneét with the Scaipeuree: a vindication of their di- 
Vine authority. This important fervice has been atchieved in 
the moft fatisfattary manner, by the fyperior talents of one of 
their highly refpeéted members ; and after having received 
fome cutie from the fuggeftions of wife and Jearned men, 
whofe opinions were invited on this occafion, it became the 
duty of the Dire€tors to carry this meafure into effc& as, 
fpecdily as poffible. 

The treaty ef peace between the two countries having re- 
newed the means of perfonal intercourfe, it was coneluded 
that a deputation to France might be of great importance, 
not only in determining on the beft mode of printing and cir- 
culating the New Teftament and the Effay, bute alfo in pro- 
guring fuch information oa the ftate of scligion in that coyun- 
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éry, as would enable the Society to form a judgment as to the 
means of promoting its general interefts therein. ‘The refule 
of this vifit has been laid before the religious public, and is fe 
well known, as to render it unneceflary to introduce it here ; 
its impreffion on the community feems to have been confide- 
rable, and has produced, in various direétions, am earncft hope 
that the Proteftant caufe may foon rife from its ruins, and 
fpread again over thofe populous regions, The Diredtors 
immediately refolved on the publication of the New 1 efta- 
men, the Effay on its Divine Authority, the Affimbly’s Ca- 
techifm, and fome fmaller pieces in the French and Italian 
languages ; and they have the pleafure to announce that this‘ 
is accomplifhed, and they are now in circulation in France, 
and will fhortly be fo in Italy. How great the nec ffity of 
publifhing the Scriptures was in thofe countries, is proved 
from the difficulty which the deputation found in procuring a 
fingle copy of them at Paris, as well as from the information 
which they received, that this is a general cafe in both ccouns 
tries. The eopy of the Scriptures which they at lenoth ob. 
tained, was a prefent froma Proteflant mi: iffe — Having 
had opportunities of afcertaining that an energetic and evane 
gelical miniftry would be likely to be well aticrd:d and will 
{upported in France, they conceived that the eftablifhment of 
a Proteftant church at Paris, would be a meafure preeriane 
with the moft important and benefic sl eff &s, ~The Rev, 
Mr. Tracy, who was then at Paris, and mc ft ardently devo- 
ted to the great objects of the Sactety, was requefied te cone 
tinue there, in order to fuperintend the publications, and pros 
cure more full information concerning the reiigious ftate of 
France. The interval that has elapfed fince the return of the 
deputation, has heen actively employed on th fe object: ; and 
Various infurmations have been received, whech prove the ale 
moft unlimited extent to which the Scriptures ard the wrie 
tings of Proteftints may be c:rculated ; and alfo the increas. 
ing propenfity of the people tothe Proteftant caufe. Ai Be- 
fancon in the fouth, and at Arras in the north, where none of 
that p2rfuafion were to be f..und prior to the R: volution, ape 
plications for Protcftant minifters and churches have been 
made, fizned by 12,009 perfons at the former pl-ce, and iiear- 
ty as manv at the latter, with the prefeéts of their refpective 
departments at their head. Even in ancient Belgium, where 
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the dreadful perfecution of the Duke of Alva is ftill remen~ 
bered, the fame difpoficion has manifefted itfelf in fimilar ap- 
plications, not only from the commercial city of Antwerp, 
but from various other places. At Strafburg, a wealthy book- 
feller has repeatedly applied for the works of Proteftant au- 
thors, for the purpofe of fupplying our Proteftant brethren in 
the newly acquired de ‘partments on the Rhine. 

The increaling difpofition in favour of that caufe, may be 
accountec for, in a great degree, from this confideration : 
That, alchouzh the Cathelic Religion is nominally the nation- 
al one, yet that of the Proteftants is equally eftablifhed by the 

Bonititution ; and its minifters have the fame legal claim for 
{upport ;—-and it is the opinion of thofe whoare beft inform- 
ed on the fubjeét, that, although many churches have already 
been given to the Proteftants, there yet remain 900 congre~ 
gations, confifting of feveral hundred perfons, and many of 
feveral thoufands each, who are ftill deftitute both of churches 
and of paftors. Surely this circumftance muft make a deep 
impreffion on the hearts of thofe in this highly favoured ceun- 
try, who are duly penetrated with a fenfe of the ineftimable 
value of the privileges which they enjoy in fuch rich abun- 
dance ; and prompt them earneftly to pray that the great Head 
of the church would be pleafed to fend among them the word 
ef life, and raife up faithful labourers in this great harveft. 

The principles of religious toleration having been introdu- 
eed into [raly alfo, have “afforded an opportunity for the mani~ 
fefation of a difpofition there, to receive inftruction in the 
Proteftant Faith. Already applications have been received 
from bookfcllers in Pifa and Leghorn, for the works of Pre- 
teftants ; and others are fhortly exnected from Turin and 
Milan. 

Such are the extenfive profpeéts which Providence has 
opened, and in which the benevolence of Chriftians may find 
unlimited {cope for its exertions ; but in propertion to the 
magnitude of the objet, is the neceflity of wifdom and pru- 
dence in the improvement of it. The Dire&tors are aware of 
the great duty of attending to the operations of Divine Provi- 
dence, in all their tranfaciions : and as their meafures mu@ 
be regulated by the political relations of the two countries, 
they wait for farther light upon that interefting point, before 
they can arrange a proper plan for their future proceedings. 
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Perfuaded that there is not a fingle Chriftian in this kingdom 
who would not rejoice in the communication of the bleflings 
ef the gofpel to the countries they have mentioned, the Di-~ 
reétors pledge themfe'ves that this fubject fhall meet that de - 
gree of attention which the fituation of the two nations per-~ 
mits, and is confiftent with the general concerns of the Soci- 
ety, and efpecially with that regard to the heathen world 
which is its moft prominent and appropriate objcct.* 

The Direétors now proceed to give an account of the 
Miffions already eftablifhed, beginning as ufual, with that te 
Otaheite ; which as it engaged the firft attention of the So~ 
eicty, has ever fince been the fubject of their particular care 
and folicitude. The arrival of the Royal Admiral, Captain 
Wilfon, in July laft, brought the intelligence, that the nine 
Miffionaries, fent out by that vefle), had reached their defti- 
nation in good health; and were cordially welcomed, both by 
their brethren and the heathens. It appeared that the outward 
tranquility of the former had been preferved ; and although 
they had not at that time acquired a fufficient acquaintance 
with the language to enable them to preach publicly to the na» 
tives, yet they were able to converfe with them occafionally ; 
and in this way fcattered among them the precious feed of the 
gofpel. The internal ftate of the Miffion continued alfo to 
manifeft, in a high degree, their devotednefs to God, and 
their affectionate and peaceful conduct towards each other. 
They gave an intimation, that a general meeting of the chiefs 
was expected fhortly totake place, when the queftion of peace 
or war would be decided ; as it appeared that a {pirit of dif 
affeétion had long prevailed in feveral of the Society Iflands, 
which had caufed much commotion, and threatened more. In 
their letter, dated July 8, 1802, very lately received, and 
which has been publifhed for the information of the religious 


* Since this Report was read, the political relations between this coontry 
and France have afflumed fach an alpedt, as will probably rencer it expedient 
en the part ef the Society, to fufpend its connedtions there. The DireStors 
are however perfuaded, that there exifts in that country a fmali circle of gee 
nue Chriftians, who are fo fuitably impreffled with the importance of cif. 
fafing around them the principles of Divine Revelation, that the Sacred 
Scriptures, and the works of Proteftant Authors, wiil, by their means, be 
extenfively circuleted ; and that they will evert themfelves in various ways 
te promete the honour of Chrift and the beft interefts of their fel ow-creas 
tures. ‘The Directors hope that their numbcs wili increale, and that the 
Divine bicHing will fucceed theix exertions, 
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public in the Evangelical Magazine for the month of May, 
we are inform:d of a civil war having aQually broken out im 
Oraheite, which had brought the brethren into a fituation of 

reat peril ; from which they were delivered by the gracious 
and feafonable protection of G. d, through the means of the 
arrival of the Norfolk, Captain Houfe, and the Venus, Capt. 
Bithop ; by whofe affiitance Poma:re was enabled to obtain 
very important advantayg*s over the iniurgents, after having 
prevcu‘ly been twice defeated by them, and brought nearly 
under the neceffity of abandoning the ifland. It does not ap- 
pear that this commotion was oc¢alioned by the principle of 
difaffection among the lower orders, whieh has b: en referred 
to, though probably that fpirit might very much a€tuate them 
in the progrefs of the confl.ct. “The immediate occafion of 
the war was, the forcible feizure and detention of a billet of 
wood, by the Chief Oroo, from the people who refided at the 
diftrict of Atahooroo, at the great meeting ef the nation; and 
which the latter worthipped as their Supreme Divinity. © I¢ 
will not be neceffary here to detail the circumftauces and pros 
grefs of this contention, the mixture of fuperftition, weak-~ 
nefs, and uncontrouled barbaiity, which were manifefted on 
both ides, fince 1t would tceo much enlarge this Report, and 
may be referred to in the before mentioned Magazine. The 
refult, at the date of the letter, was greatly in favour of Otoa 
and Pomarre 3 and although the war had not been terminae 
ted, it was thouvhe that the lofs which had been fuftained by 
their enemies, had fo broken their force, as to render their 
fucecfs in any further contention improbable. With regard 
to their actual fituation at the time of their writing, the fol- 
lowing extra& from their letter will give an interefting ace 
eount:—* R.fpecting our perfonal fafety, while God is plea- 
fed to continus the means he has afforded, there is little pro- 
babili:'y now that we fhall be affailed in our habitations ; bue 
the Venus is expected every hour: on her arrival, Captain 
P. ‘hop and men will quic the ifland; if net alfo Captain 
Houfe and mon. Should that occur, and the diftuibances of 
the iflind not be tetiked, what may tollow we cannot tell, 
The Porpoife is looked for, but her coming is dubious, We 
have fufF red confiderably by the prefent d ftr ff>s, through 
d-ftroying feveral inclofures of gardens, and gardens theme 
feives, and pulling dowa our chapel, All which was done te 
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elear around us as muchas poffible, in erder to prevent an un~ 
feen approach: and alfo the freeing our dwelling from the 
fines of the chapel, fhould it be burnt, it being clofe to the 
dwelling houfe. The Society’s labour and expenfe in erect- 
ing the fence and cultivating the ground, has been very 
great; and they are now ruincd. Our ftock of ufeful arti- 
cles, to pay our workmen is almoft expended ; fo that, fheuld 
peace be reftored, we fhall not be able readily to replace our 
affairs in their former fituation. ‘The work of preaching the 
gofoel continues ; and the Lord has fo far ovéer-ruled the dif- 
orders of the land, as to give feveral hundreds of this ifland 
and Eimeo an opportunity to hear the word of falvation, who 
never before did hear it ; and, perhaps, would not have heard 
it for months to come. One circuit of the ifland was taken 
juft before the rebellion broke out ; and the gofpel preached 
in every diftrict, except Attahooroo. In the midft of great 
darknefs and perplexity of mind, we fometimes have a gleam 
of hope, that God is humbling this people, and thereby prepa- 
ting them for a more cheerful and univerfal reception of his 
word. Oroo has of late, on two Sabbath-days, dcefired to hear 
the word of Jzhovah ; which was accordingly fpoken to him, 
and others of his family, with many of his fubjects whom he 
affem led to hear it. He feems to have fome idea that there 
is but one God ; and exoreffes no diflike to any part of the 
plan of falvation, fo far as he can comprehend it. Pomarre 
is a moft bigotted man; and, as it were, the foul of his coun- 
try’s abominable fuperftition. From the ftatement of the 
feregoing particulars, we leave it to our honoured fathers’ 
and brethren’s better judzment, to confider whether it would 
not be expedient to fix fuch a body of Miffionaries at Ota- 
heite, and to accommodate them with every neceflary, foas te 

e independent of the. chiefs, and not to ftand or fall with 
them ; and whence alfo the gofpel may be difperfed abroad 
among the neighbeuring iflands, as the leadings of Providence 
dire& the way.” 

Although the Society acknowledge, with gratitude, the 
powerful and feafonable interpofition of the providence of 
God in behalf of his fervants, and with great confidence, in 
his continued goodnefs, commit thefe faithful brethren dailw 
to his protection,—yet they anxioufly wait the next informa. 
Wen, ia the hope that it will bring them the walcome account 
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of the complete reftoration of tranquility, of their perfonal 
fafety, and their ufeful labours among the heathen. In the 
inean time, it becomes us to acquicice, in this affiictive dif 
penfation, which j isthe more paiutul tous, as it occurred ata 
feafon wherein our profpeéts were beginning to brighten, 
many difficulties had been furmounted, and the gofpel-trum- 
pet had becn founded in almoft every diftri & of the ifland. Ie 
'sy however, the prerogative of God to determine the dura 
tion and degree of trial which fhall exercife his people ; and 
it is not unufual, in his wife and holy difpenfations, that great 
fpiritual fuccefs and profperity fucceed, and adtually {pring 
out of a feries of preceding difafter and affliction. | 

We have great fatisfaction in mentioning, that this Mif- 
fionary ftation appears to be already of confiderable import- 
ance to the colony of New South Wales, in fupplying its in- 
creafing population with falt provifions, at a time when the 
fearcity of all the neceflaries of life was fo great, as to render 
this interpolition peculiarly feafonable. By means of the in- 
tercourfe which for this purpofe, frequently occurs betwixe 
the two places, the fecurity of our brethren, as well as their 
e{timation with the natives, is likely to be promoted. ‘This 
1s a circumftance alfo, which, being connected with the na- 
tienal interefts, is likely on that account to engage in its be= 
half the countenance of a government whofe adminiftration 
bears fo favourable an afpect on meafures of public utility, or 
benevolent enterprize. Indeed, the Society has already re- 
ceived unequivocal proofs of its kind difpofition towards this 
MMiffion, in the free paflage which it has een will be giv 
en to thofe perfons who may hereafter be fent out, and f 
which the Directors have already availed themfelves in the 
inftance of three Miffionaries, who lately failed on board the 
Ocean. 

Whether this ftation may appear of fo much importance as 
to in duce > the government te adopt any meafures, by which 
the Miffionaries may have the advantage of its mere direct 
and conftant protection, is a circumftance to us unknown. 
The ftate of the natives, both civil and moral, is at prefent 
fo deplorable, that no apprehenfions can juftly be entertained 
that any difadvantage would accrue to them from a clofer ree 
lation to this country. On the contrarv, it would, moft p 
sably, greatly ameliorate their condition; and by the peusiey 
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which it weuld afford to Miffionary exertions, gradually lead 
to the civilization and religious inftruction of that and the 
contiguous iflands. 

It does not, however, appear to be the province of this So- 
ciety to take any active part in relation to this circumftance. 
Our objec being entirely fpiritual, our meafures muft corre- 
fpond therewith ; and, while we fhould rejoice in any event 
which would be favourable to the conveifion of thefe ifland- 
ers, we mutt leave them in the hands of that gracious Provi- 
dence, who, we hope, will in the beft time, and by the moft 
fuitable means, accomplifh the prayers which have been fo 
long and fo generally offered in their behalf. 

Before we quit this fulyect we have to mention, that two 
natives of Orcaheite, about the age of fixteen, are in this coun- 
try, under the protection of the Society. They are placed 
for their education, in a Moravian School, at Merfield, under 
the care ef Dr. Oakley ; and the Dire€tors have received re- 


peated information concerning their improvement and con» 


duct, of fo fatisfactory a nature, as to encourage the hopethat, 
in due time, they will prove great bleffings te their country-~ 


men. 
(To be continued.) 











[ From the Lendon Evangelical Magaxine.] 


ON SERIOUSNESS. 
OW fhall we defcribe the nature of true frrioufnefs ? 


It is effentially different from gloom or melancholy ; 
and yet, how eften is it fo called, or rather siscalled, by the 
world! Many, efpecially young perfons, are in much danger, 
by the too current opinien of men in general, that an habit. 
ually ferious frame of mind is utterly incompatible with hap- 


pinefs. It is, indeed, incompatible with feeking all our feli-. 


city in the toys and trifles that furround us, and taking up 
our reft here; but it is by ne means ineonfiftent with the 
true and rational enjoyment of the various gifts of God, 
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On Serioujnefs. 

True ferioufnefs may be faid to confift in an habitual res 
e@o))«ticn of the importance and nearnefs of eternal objects; 
and a fenfe of our intereft in them ; a regard to the omni- 
pretence of God, as our conftant obferver ; a fuitable impref- 
fion of our foiritual danger, arifing from various caufes ; 4 
fympathetic freling for the mifery of others ; and a prevail. 
ing defire to walk before the Lord if all “ goodnefs, and 
rizhteoutaefs, and truth.” A fpirit of levity and trifling 
ftands directly oppofed to all thefe. Perfons of this difpofi- 
tion cannot take plea‘ure in the contemplation of eternal re- 
alities : their hopes, their joys, their purfuits, their defires, 
and their fears, are all bounded by time : “ God is not in all 
their thoughts ;” they dread his omniprefence, and delight in 
none of his fublime perfeétions ; yet, infenfible of their dan- 
ger, they walk, carelefs and fecure, on the brink of an awful 
precipice ! 

How frequently is ferioufnefs iriculeated in the Scripture, 
under the terms watchfulne/s and fobriety ; which latter term 
has doubtlefs a more extentive meaning than mere tempe- 
rance in meat and drink*, What is faid refpecting mirth, in 
Scripture, recommends fer‘oufnef:+ ; * The heart of focis ie 
in the houfe of mirth; but “ It is better to go to the houfe 
of mourning than to the hou® of feaftingt.” For what are 
al! the various d-verfions and amufements, which are every 
where to be met with, but to counteraét ferioufnefs and pro 
mote levity !——But the end of all fuch mirth is heavinefs. 

Let none fuppole we are {peaking againft real joy. “ True 
jov,”’ (faid a heathen) “is avery ferious thing.” The fe. 
tioufnefs we would recommend, will promote and ftrengthen 
it; and all other joy is vain, empty, and delufive, 

“© Can jov unbettom’d in rcflsGion fland ? 

6 Aid ina tempeft can rifieGion live ? 

© Cag like this yecureitjelf an hour ? 

6 Ca goy /tke this m et accident unfbock'd ? 

*: Or ofe the docr to honeft poverty ? 

“Or tak with threat’ning Death, and not turn pale ? 

«In fuch a world ard fuch a nature, thefe 

“* Are necdful furaamentals of delight 5 

“ The fundcomenta!s give delight indeed ! 
* + Thes.v.6 8 Titus ii 2,4 2 Pet. i, 13.—iv. 7—w, 8 
} Prev. xiv. 13. J jam. iv, 9, 1O—wW. § 


we 
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“ Delight, pure, delicate, and durable 5 
e< Delight, unfoaken, ma/cuiine, divine 
‘© A confiant, and a found, but ferious Joy.’ 
Young s Night Tf besa 


A pericd is fwiftly approaching when we muff be /fertous. 
Sicknefs and death will come: And fhall we live the lefs 
comfortably by being prepared for their approach ? Let the 
woild deride us as melancholy, we have a joy which no man 
taketh from us; foraf God giveth quietncfs, who can caule 
trouble f 

“| have fomewhere read of one”’ fays Mr. Henry, * that 
had been a great courtier and ftatefman in Queen Elizabeth’s 
time, q think it was Secretary Wailingham ; that in his ad- 
vanced years, he retired into privacy in the country, whither 
fome of his pleafant companions came to fee him, and told 
him he was melancholy. ‘ No ;” faid he, “ Jam fertous ; 
and itis fit I fhould be fo, for all are ferious round about us 
and why then fhould not you and I be ferious ? God is feri- 
ous in obferving of us——Chrift is ferious in interceding for 
us—-the Holy Spirit is ferious in ftriving. with us. ‘The 
truths of God are ferious truths ;—his laws, his prom fes,shis 
threatenings, all ferious ;—-angels are ferious in their admini- 


{tration to us—our fpiritual enemics ferious in their attempts. 


again{t us,—vlorified faints are ferious in the embraces of di- 
vine love,— poor damned finners cannot but be ferious under 
the pourings out of divine wrath ; and we ouriclves fhall be 
ferious fhortly.” 

This fubjeé& comes recommended to us by the beft exam- 
ples. The ets and beft men in all ages have been ferious 
characters. “ Search and fee’ in the Scriptures, if the holy 
men, whofe ne are there recorded, were not ferious.— Yes 3 
and our divine Mafter himfelf, was a * man of forrews ;”’ and 
grief was his acquaintance. He wept over Lazarus ; ‘and It 
was faid of him, “ Many have feen him weep, but none ever 
faw him laugh.” Let fuch examples influence us, and may 
it be our prayer, 3 


‘© O. God, mine inmoft foul convert, 
“© And deepl, en my thougktlefs heart. 
‘© Exernal things impre/s £ 
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« Give me to feel their folemn weight, 
** And tremble on the brink of Fate*, 


‘© And wake to righieou/ne/s ah 
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LETTER OF THE LATE REV. MR. DOLMAN, 


Vicar of Chalk, and Reétor of St. Fames’s Ife of Grains, Kent, 
and Vicar of Little Brickell, Bucks, to his curate, the Rev. 
Mr. D——. who was jut ordained to one of his curacies. 


Rev. Sir, 


S Providence has placed you in fo near a conneétion 
with me, and in fo facred an employ, I offer no other 
apology for thus addreffing you. I do not mean toe write te 
you as one of my family, much lefs as my fervant; but as a 
fellow-labourer in the fame important work with myfelf. I 
ftand anfwerable to God, Sir, for employing you; you are 
accountable to Ged, to me, and to your own confcience, in 
the difcharge of that work in which God and I have employ- 
ed you. . The fouls amongft whom you labour, are God’s 
property, and my charge. ‘They are the purchafe of Chrift’s 


* 


* | hope to be excufed for troubling the reader with an explanation of the 
word fate, extracted from the Lock Chapel Collection of Fiymns, which ma- 
ny may not have feen; it follows the Hymn from which this verfe is fe 
lected. 

** | am glad of an opportunity to refcue this fignificant word out of the 
hands of infidels, who ufe ir, together with luck, fortune, chance, defiiny, to 
promote their favourite fcheme of excluding ‘he particular providence of the 
Wife Difpofer of ail events, from the government of the affairs of men. 

*¢ But the word fate ( fatum) fignifies, what is /poken; from the Latin 
word fari,tofpeak. Fate them eminent!y relates to what hath beer: fpoken 
by the Mott Migh God. So Minutius Felix, that able lawyer and great 
{cho'ar, in St, Cyprian’s time, favs, Nobi/ wliud off fatum guam-quod de uno 

uogue nofirum Deus fatus ¢f ;—** Fate is nothing elfe than what God hath 
tpakee concerning every «ne of us,’’ Even the Heathens had this idea of it: 
for, fays Statius, Fatum ef quod Dii fantur ;—** Fate is that whieh the gods 
fpeak.”” ba this tru'y Chriftian and excellent hymn, the word fate may be 
fuppofed to relateto the awful word which God fpake, when he declared to 
failen man, © Duft chou art, and unto duft fhalt thou return.” (Gen. iii, 19.) 
In this view, the word Fate may properly fignify Death; and difeafes may 
be {aid to appear more or lefs fatal, as they feem more or Jefs likely to fu.) 
God’s word, by bringing us to the duft, 
7 
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blocd, and are his jewels. I have my temporals of them, and 
J} muft fee that they have fpiritual things of me, and of thofe 
whom I depute to inftruét them in my ftead. ‘This, Sir, is 
enough to convince you, that I have a right to know what 
fort of fpiritual food you intend to fet before them from time 
to time. I have many years ago adopted the following Scrip- 
ture for my motto :—* I preach not myfelf, but Chrift Jefus 
the Lord: and myfelf your fervant, for Chrift’s fake.”’-— 
May it be praétically yours ! 

To preach ourfelves, Sir, is, I think, for a preacher to run 
before he is fent. ‘There are fuch in our days. But, the 
que{tion is, Who they are’that may be properly faid to be 
fent ? Some fay, thofe enly who have gone through a regular 
courfe of _univerfity education, and are epifcopally ordained. 
Others, that they are fuch as have been approved and autho- 
rized by the Prefbytery : while yet ethers fay, they are men 
chofen out of a particular church, and by thei fent forth to 
preach; or Called to jhe paftoral office over themfelves. 
Now this may be true, ina fenfe, refpefting all the three 
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modes juft mentioned, and yet none of them be called vA 
of God; or, to ufe the anfwer which you made to the Bi- : 


fei 
ae ke en 


fhop laft Sunday morning, none of them may be inwardly 
moved by the Holy Ghoft to take this office upon them.— 
May your life and doétrine, and your fuccefs in the work, 
prove, that you {poke the truth, and did not lic, when: you 
anfwered the queftion ! 

Alas, Sir, they are not all called of God who wear the ha- 
bit. Can you fuppofe, Sir, that a gentleman who delights in 
a fine garden, wherein area vaft number of the choiceft fow= 
ers, which he has collected at a great expence, and arranged — 
with much care,—-can we fuppefe he would employ a man. 
who had no judgment to manage it? or one who is igle, 
waiting his timein gaming, {porting, and drinking ? Can we 
fuppofe, that a farmer will purchafe a flock of fheep, and give 
them up to the management of a perfon, whom he knows to 
have neither fkill nor concern for feeding and taking care of 
them? How then can we fuppofe that God, whe has purcha- 
fed fouls with the blood of Jefus Chrift, who wants them to 
be fed and led into the way of eternal life, will put them un- 

_ der the care of a man ignorant of the worth of {uch fouls 


A man ignorant ef his ewn ‘<e a drunkard, a pleafure-ta- 
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ker, a hater of God and holinefs ! Alas, Sir, there are fuch 
minifters in this kingdom, who have been called and fet apart 
for fanctuary-fervice in each of the above denominations. 
To preach ourfelves, is alfo to preach fo as to difplay to 
the people our own learning. O what pride is here ! Chrift 
has nothing to do in fuch fermons ; thofe who do fo, are ge- 
nera'ly the moft deftitute of literature, and know nothing of 
God’s teaching. To preach ourfelves, may be to preach up 
Our OWN Opinions, expofing every one to the fevereft cen- 
fures who efpoufes the fentiments we reject. But there is 
yet another fenfe in which a man may be faid to preach himfelf; 
which, I think, is feldom taken notice of: 1 mean, a preacher 
holding up his own experience as the ftandard, up to which 
all muit come, and from whichnone muf{t deviate. That 
all true religion is experimental, I readily allow, but that all 
experience is ftriétly fcriptural, or Gofpel-experience, | as 
readily deny. God deals varioufly with us, ac.ording to infi- 
nite wifdom, There are many who, inftead of their bring- 
ing their experience to the Gofpel, are reducing the Gofpel 
to their experience ; and it is owing to this, that fo many 
things are taid concerning the believing fcul, and its way to 
glory, which are unfcriptural, and tend to d.ftrefs poor op- 
prefled Chriftians. This is too much the method of even 
fome popular preachers, who make the way to Heaven dark 
and difmal; a road of pain and diftrefs, of doubts and fears ! 
O, Sir, beware of this ! If you find any poor fheep entangled 
amongft the brambles of Mount Sinai, difentangle them ; 
loofe them, and let them go; but do not bring them back 
again there: do not bring any of the lambs of your flock 
there. Point diftreffed fouls to Jefus, who is able, and wil- 
ling, and ready to deliver them. Many poor young converts 
may you rob of comfort, by telling them they muft travel 
through the dreary wildernefs of temptation, muft pafs the 
Red Sea of perfecution ; that with heads bowed down, like 
the bulrufh, they muft walk in darknefs, and fee no light ; 
muft have the lion, the bear, and the wolf, let loofe upon 
them. Butis this to reprefent Wifdom’s ways as ways of 
leafantnefs, and her paths as paths of peace! It is certain the 
Chriftian muft take up his crofs daily, and follow Chrift : 
that fioful felf muft be denied: the right eye muft be plucked 
@ut, and the right hand cut off ; that he mult forlake all, and 











Letter of ihe late Rev. Mr. Do'man. 21 


follow Chrift wherefoever he in providence leads him: but 
it is equally certain, that he who calls him to this, and who 
leads him, will alfo give him ftrength for the day of excicile 5 
yer, will ftrengthen him with ali firength in the inner man. 
My dear Sir, learn to divide the werd of God aright, and give 
to every man his portionin due feafon. 

We preach ourfelves, and not @hbrift cur Mafter, when 
we venture into the pulpit, trufting to our own preparations, 
ingenioufly put together, and depending upon our method 
and our memory for corre€tnels ; or upon eur pathos ard ener- 
gy to command the attention and the pafiions of the congrega- 
tion, together with a little admiration from the crowd. 

Whenever you find fuch difpofitions as thefe (God forbid 
you fhould ever try the practice) then you are tempted to 
preach your own dearly beloved felf and not Chrift Jcfus the 
Lord. Butto exalt Jefus, we muft learn to find cut the fin- 
ner, and (if you will allow me the phrafe) ferrct him out of 
all his hiding plages ; lay frege to all his forts ; force him 
out to the combat in the open field. If Satan fhews him all 
the glories of the world, do you fhew him all the vanity, 
emptinefs, and deceitfulnefs of it; and while with your torgue 
you are labouring to convince his underftarding, pray in 
faith that the Spirit of God may convert his foul. Set before 
him light and darknefs, life and death, heaven and hell.— 
Strive to make your audience follow you in al] your defcrip- 
tions, and labour to affeét their hearts. I would advife you, 
Sir, to preach a lecture, with a clofe application to yourfelf 
frequently. Preach your next intended Sermon to yourfelf 
in your ftudy, in the prefence of God, before you deliver it 
to your congregation: and them, while feeding others, expe& 
and look for fome food for yougfelf. O it is {weet preaching, 






a ina ~ 


when we are feafting ourfelves’ upon thofe very truths we 
are holding up to others { 

I will give you four themes to preach upon : Firft, In the 
ftudy to yourfelf; fecondly, In the pulpit, to the congregre 
tion. 1. What am I by nature ? 2. What.am I by grace ? 
3- What was I in my firft birth? 4. What am I now in my 
fecond birth ?—Every clergyman fhould preach thefe four 
lectures over and over to himfelf, before he applies for holy 
erders ; and if ne does not, and cannot do this, holy orders 
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mever can make a good preacher ; nor will they make the 
man holy in either heart, life, or converfation. 

I have read of one of the fathers, “ that he thundered in 
his preaching, and lightened in his life.”’—-May my curate do 
fo likewife. 

There are three books which I have found of great ufe to 
me in preaching Chrift. 1. Dr. Jennings on preaching 
Chrift.—2. Richard Baxter’s Reformed Paftor—(while 
reading this, my very ficfh has moved on my bones, and my 
blood thrilled in my veins. No matter if he was not ortho- 
dox to the bone: I believe he was fo in heart and foul, as it 
refpected love and zeal for Chrift and the fouls of men.)— 
3. Dr. Mather’s Advice to his Son, refpeéting the Miniftry (cal- 
led the angels preparing to found the trumpets.) You fay 
you never faw Dr. South’s fermons : the following hints are 
from one of them, upon preaching Chrift. 

Chrift has a fourfold relation to preaching : 

1, He is the text; and all preaching befide Chrift, is be- 
fide the text ; therefore, keep to your text. 

2. Chrift is the very foundation and fubje&t-matter of 
preaching ; and all preaching without Chrift is building caf- 
tles in the air. 

3. Chrift is the life and foul of preaching; and all preach- 
ing without him, is like a body without life and {pirit. 

4. Chrift is the great end of preaching ; preaching is te 
manifeft his glory ; and when Chrift is not preached, the 
great end is loft. 

Let the following confiderations induce you with your 
whole heart, foul and body, to preach Chrift faithfully :—1. 
Your own declaration and vows laft Sunday at the altar, 
when you received holy orderSjm the folemn prefence of God 
and man. F 

2. The worth of every. Of eof thofe fouls to whom you 
preach : look on them; every one of them will witnefs for or 
againft you in the great day. 

View the awful ftate of fallen man; your Matter piti- 
ed them, paid their debts, has provided mercy and pardon for 
them, and has fent you to declare it, to perfuade them to re- 
ceive it, and ziveim your own evidence tothe truthof it. Do it, 
Sir ; do it faithfully. 

4° Behold the languid ftate of religion! Strive to revive 






it Begin with yourfelf. 
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5. Your fhining as a bright ftar in glory, having, through 
grace, been inftrumental in turning many from fin to righie- 
oufnefs. 

Once more, dear Sir, permit me to intreat you to beg of 
God, that by his good Spirit, you may be inftructed to preach 
Chrift, fo as to profit the Church of God ; and for that end, 
labour to preach Chrift judicioufly, fcripturally, experimental- 
ly, zealoufly, affeGtionately, and plainly. Set him forth in 
his everlafting love to loft man, in his covenant-engagements 
to finners, his fatisfying the juftice of God for an elect world, 
his faithfulnefs in calling, converting and pardoning rebel fin- 
ners, and in keeping them through life and death. Set forth 
the great Mafter in all his offices and characters in which 
he ftands related to finners; fet him forth in all his perfections 
and glory. 

Now, Sir, what do you think of preaching Chrift; If you 
are determined to feed the flock of God, and to deliver your 
own {oul, 


I am, Sir, 
Your real friend and fellow-labourer, 
ji 








To the Editors of the Connedticut Evangelical Magazine. 


GENTLEMEN, 


The fubitance of the following 
ble clafs of young perfons, at™™™ertime of their admiffion as 
members of the vifible church? “If in your judgment it 
will not fupercede the publication of fomething more gene- 
rally-ufeful, you are at liberty to infert it in the Magazine, 


TROPHIMUS., 


ras addrefled to a confidera- 






BELOVED IN THE Lorp, 


HE friends of the Redeemer and his kingdom, who wit- 
nefs the prefent tranfaction, have great joy at feeing 
you joining yourfelyes untothe Lord, in folemncovenant with 
him and his people. While the ways of Zion mourned, they 
have been praying for her profperity, in the falvation of you 
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fouls. They now find, by happy experience, that “ He who 
goeth forth weeping bad bearing precious feed, fhail return 
again with joy, bringing his fheaves with him.”’ 

The propriety of your prefent proceeding, and of your being 
hence denominated difciples of Jefus, depends on your vital 
union to him, and your Sefenblance of him in fpirit and con- 
duct, The evidence of an holy life is fairly expected of you, 
for fupporting the good confeffion which you have now made 
before many witnefles. How important, that you henceforth 
fhine as lights in the world ! Remember that the eyes of JE- 
HOVAH are upon you ; that he panccteth all your go" nys, oss 
will bring all your works into judzment. Ie wil be: of 
avail, as it refpects either the honour of God bai the Re- 
desnes, the advancement of his kinedom, or the falvation of 
your own fouls, to have called Chrift Lord, Lord, or even to 
have eaten and drunken in his pre fence, unlefs you are devo-~ 

ed in heart aid life, to his fervice and g!ory. Even the angels, 
whom you have called to witnefs your vows, and who Tejoice 
when one finner repenteth, feel a Itvcly inagrett in the part 
which fhall be afted by you, under the prof ffion you have 
now made. Yea, could pain find entrance into the abodes of 
light, their hearts muft be pained on feeing even one of you 
departing from the pure fimplicity of the faith, and thénce 
binging fhame and reproath on the holy name, by which you 
are called. Like them, the friends of Chrift around ycu are 
greatly concerned that you fhould adorn your holy profeffion. - 
‘They will watch over you with pious folicitude, and with 
fervent prayer to God that you may bring forth fruit, an 
hundred fold. 

You now dec! are, before God, angels, and men, that vou 
have entered upon the Chriffiin: race. May you run manful- 
ly, and obtain the priz>. “If fincere, as is hoped, I give you 
joy ; yea, I bid ;ou God fpeed ! Remember, that a fife 
of religion, is a life of holy diligence and a€tivity, in the fer. 
vice of God. It isa warfare which is never accomplifned till 
death. [tis arace, in which, forgetting the things that ere 
behind, you muft prefs forward, till it fhall terminate inthe glo- 
ries of immortality. I cherifh the pleafing hope, that you have 
counted the coft, and will never be w eary in well doing. But 
Jet him who thinketh he ftandeth, take heed, left he fall. The 
inexpcricnee and natural inftability of youth, together with 
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the vigour of youthful paflions, will render you a more eafy 
prey to temptation than thofe of riper years. “There are three 
potent enemies leagued in a confpiracy againft your peace and 
falvation. Thefeare the world, the fiefh and the devil. The 
fubtle adverfary of fouls will ufe all his art and influence to 
beguile you from the way of the truch 5 to entangle you in 
temptation and plunge you in ruin. The world, intending 
fuch of mankind as are unfriendly ta Jefus and bis religion, 
will not be found the leaft dangerous 5 cfpecially thofe of the 
young who are yet in love with the pleafures of fin, Thefe 
will naturally be tempted to fpread fares for your feet, if by 
any means they may lead you back to your, former wander 
ings with them, in the way to ruin. Henee, the grand de- 
ceiver, and a finful world, in alliance with the remains of an 
evil heart, will maintsinan hoft of enemics, againit which yoa 
will need to employ the whole armour of Ged. 

Nothing in which you are ealled to be active, can exceed 
the importance of ruaning, ‘with patience, the race fet before 
you, Would you render glory to God and the Redeemer, 
this is the way. Weuld you recommend the religion of Jorus 
to. the confciences of all. as worthy of accepta:ion, and efpe- 
eially to thevvoung. of your acquaintances th:s ts the way. 
W »iild you enjoy the fublime pcafures of relation tn life, and 
In death, and at la‘ obtain the glory and immortality of the 
kingdom of God, the way, is before you; fo run that you 
may obtain. Yo this purpo’e fhin the very appearance of 
evil; that if any feek occafion for evil focaking, they may be 
afhamed when they b hold vour chafteconvetfacomin Crrsft, 
Remember the vows you have now mide, and from which 
you cannot go hack. Take faft hold of initruction > let her 
not.go 3 keep her, for fhe is your hfe. Pure and und-fil-d 
religion is this, to keep unfpotted from the wer'd. Fone 
not into the path of the wicked; for the frienagfhp of the 
wor:d is enmiiy with Gd. Theretore, if finners entice Vary 
in no wife confent. Shou!'d any ateemor to beguile vou frm 
the wav of holinefs, fay to them, Whether it be rioht, in the 
fiche of God, to hearken toycu more than to Ged. judge ye. Hare 
nu fellowthip with the unfrutiul works of Ga Kneis, but: 
ther revrove them. While yu bear a pro er teftincuy 
againdt the vices and impcnitency of the irielig.ouey et your 
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treatment of their perfons be expreffive of the meek, the bene= 
volent and pacific temper of the gofpel. Let your lives be re= 
plete with evidence, that wifdom excelleth folly as far as light 
excelleth darknefs. Never give oecafion for its being faid, 


| ye did run well ; who did hinder you, that you fhould not 


obey the truth ? Give no occafion of offence and grief to the 
friends of religion, nor of ftumbling and unbelief to others. 
It is doubtlefs expected by fome, tc whom it would be mat- 
ter of rejoicing, that your goodnefs will be like the morning 
cloud and the early dew, which goeth away. They even hope 
to find, in your apoftacy, a cloak for their own fins; and 
fhould one in ten of you fall from your fteadfaftnefs, they will be 
comforted and emboldened in the way toruin. Let your ex- 
ample, therefore, exhibit fuch evidence of the pure and amia- 
ble fimplicity of ‘the gofpel religion, as nothing can refift or 
gainfay. ‘The teftimony of your lives, if holy and without 
blame, may be rendered effeétual for captivating others unto 
the obedience of Chrift; but if unholy, you will probably be 
the fad occafion of their tumbling, and finally plunging in re- 
medilefs deftruction. As therefore, it refpects; in a fpecial 
manner, the multitudes of the rifing and juft rifen generation 
around you, the influence of your example is immenfely im- 
portant. Hence, be ftedfaft and immoveable, always abound~ 
ing in the work of the Lord, forafmuch as ye know that your 
labour is net in vain, in the Lord. Goto no place, and fre- 
uent no fociety, in which you cannet pray for the prefence 
of God, and that his all feeing eye may infpect your condudt. 
Do nothing in public, or alone, on whieh you cannot honeftly 
implore the divine bleffing. Search the fcriptures daily, for 
they teftify of fefus, and are the words of eternal iife. Be 
punctual and fervent in your attendance on ail the inftitu- 
tions and duties of religion. Watch and pray, that ye enter | 
not into temptation. Pray much for the profperity of Zion. 
In a fpecial manner, be punétual, perfevering and fervent in 
the devotions of the clofet. Thefe fhould be regarded as the 
daily nourifhment of an holy life. If thefe are negleted, or 
attended in a cold and formal manner, inftead of being like 2 
tree planted by the water courfes, you will be like an heath in 
thedefert. When tempted to loiter in your race, look unto 
Jefus. Think of him who endured the crofs and defpifed the 
fhame ; and let the ardour of his love to the divine glory en- 
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kindle in your bofoms afimilar fame. In a word, be perfua- 
ded to live the religion of the Son of God, that the work, of 
which you profefs to have been the fubjects, may thence be 
approved to thé confciences of all, as a miraculous work of 
divine grace ; and that God in all things may be glorified, 
through Jefus Chrit. AMEN. 
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[ From the Connelticut Evangelical Magazine.) 


A NARRATIVE. 

Of a Revival of Religionin the town of Plalifox, Vermont, coms 
municated to the Editors, by the Rev. Feffe kdfon, Laptor of 
the church in that town. 

GENTLEMEN, 
"ITH pleafure and edification I read your inftructive 
W Evangelical Magazine 3 and think it calculated for 
the promotion of religion, by throwing light upon the doce 
trines of grace, and containing fo much religious intelligence, 
animating and encouraging to the friends of Zion, and con= 

Victive to her enemies. Whether the tullowiug account of 

the revival of religion in this place will be conducive to the 

fame end, is fubmitted with deference. 

There appeared to be a growing fertoufnefs ard folemnity 
in our public aflemblies, ftom the time of my ordination, 
which was in October 1746, from which I took great encou- 
ragement, that God was about to vifit us with a Lliower of 
divine grace, months before any thing very particular appear- 
ed. It worked a long time like a fecret fire; many hearts 
burnt wichin them before they made their minds known to 
each other, thinking they were alone. 

The firft vifible appearances of a revival began in the 
church ; profeflors feemed to awake from their ftupidity and 
coldnefs, and to {peak freely one to another upon the things of 
religion. A fpirit of prayer and fupplication was poured up- 
on them—they began to meet for relizious conferences, and 
an increaling fervency and engagednefs appeared ; and the 
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attention of two or three; who had entertained a hope for fe 
veral years, was called up.—From this time, there began to 
be a vifible fhaking among the dry bones ; and a few indivi- 
duals were raifed to fpiritual life.—About the fame time, a 
young woman, belanging to a neighbouring parifh, very fond 
of the vain amufements of youth, grew uneafy with them, but 
could not tell why, and refufed, though earncftly folicited, to 
joinin them. She formed a refolution to come to Halifax, 
without being able to give any fatisfactory reafon ; and did it 
againft the feclings and earneft {clicitations of the family with 
whom fhe lived.—-She foon found what her bufinefs was ; ; the 
very firft Sabbath, (April 29, 17g8) I preached from Math. 
xi. 28. Come unto me ail ye that labour and are heavy laden; 
and I will give you rest. The preaching feemed truly, to be 
accompanied with the demonftration of the Spirit and of pow- 
er. I faw this perfon, then a ftranger to me, in tears, and 
deeply afteéted.— Viany were powerfully taken hold of, and 
beodil to feel fin, in reality, tobe a great burden. It was the 
moft folemn day that I ever beheld, I fhall never forget it. 

The fpirit feemed to come like a rufhing, mighty wind, to 
mele the fouls of God’s dear children, to caufe Kanes te 
tremble, ftubborn wills to bow, and hard hearts to relent. 
Many received impreffions, which never left them, till their 
hopeful converfion. Numbers flocked to €hrift as a cloud, 
and as doves to their windows ; fifteen were received the 
next communion, twenty-one the communion following, about 
fixty in the whole. The perfons who were fubjects of the 
awakening were of different ages; from above fifty, down to 
fifteen years. 

The work in thofe who were made the happy fubjedts of 
it, was temarkably free from enthufiafm and diforder, accom- 
panied with 2 great fenfe of the evil nature of fin. They were 
Jed to fee themfelves entirely deftitute of any righteoufnefs of 
their own to recommend them to God ; that they were total- 
ly depraved, delerving nothing from God, but everlafting 
mifery ; and entirely dependent on fovereign grace, which 
plucked them as brands from the burning. The do&trines of 
grace, to which fome of them had been ‘particularly oppefed, 
became fweet and ravifhing du&trines. God’s way appeared 
the beit way, and they were led to admire the riches of free 
grace in his Son. 
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One inftance fomewhat fingular, may be worthy of note. 
A mar naturally fteady in his life and converfation, who re- 
mained an attentive obferver till near the clofe of the awaken- 
ing, without any particular operation upen his mind, going 
one day out of town upon bufinefs, and on a law altercation, 
it turned in his mind the bible was the beft law book, the 
eternal rule of right between mah and man. This occurred 
to his mind, frequently, when going home, and when he reti - 
red, but he felt no alarming conviction of fin; he awaked 
before day with the impreffion running in his mind, the bible 
is the be? law book. He arofe and made a fire ; and while he 
fat meditating on this impreffion, all on a fudden his foul was 
filled with raptures, and “ ere he was aware, lite the chariots 
of Aminidab,” he beheld fuch glory and beauty in the diving 
character, as he could not defcribe, and his mouth was imme- 
diacely filled with praife. Though naturally {till and of few 
words, his wife told me, fhe was waked by his praifing God 
in loud ftrains, fe immediately fet up family duties, and 
continued in this fweet and comfortable frame ef mind for a 
confiderable time without thinking of its being a change of 
heart. But finding his foul filled with love to God, drawa 
forth with peculiar affection towards the brethren, a moft 
earneft defire for the falvation of precious fouls, that he had a 
peculiar relifh for the word, took delight in the duties of reli- 
gion, and had a great dagere to come to the ordinances ; he 
was led to haope he had become a new man, offered himfelf, 
and was admitted tothe church, where he has adorned his pro- 
feffion. 

Thofe who came forward, have in general, continued to 
give fatisfatory evidences in their lives and converfatian, that 
they became true converts. But we have had a time 6f trial, 
a fifting time, and were ready to conclude Cod had forfaken 
ws for abufing fuch diftifguifhed mercies. But blefled be God 
he is awakening fome from their. flumbers; there appears 
again to be more ferioufnefs among us, feveral. have of late 
met with comfort, and fome others are under very deep ims 
prefions. Among thofe who have of late came forwatd, 
there is one very remarkable inftance of the power of divine 
grace. She is a woman confiderably pat the middle age of 
life, and was a violent oppofer in. the former awakening ; tried 
to hinder her hufband, who was then a fharer, from coming 
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forward ; oppofed him in family duties, and every thing gooc 
and ferious, making his life exceedingly uncomfortable. She 
fhewed the utmoft f{pite againft all who appeared engaged ir 
the work, and would rage as though fhe wanted means t¢ 
vent her malice. She would not attend meeting, nor re2c 
the bible or any good book. But fhe has found God to bi. 
ftronger than herfelf, and for feveral months has been under 
the moft pungent conviction, perhaps, in fome meafure accord- 
ing to her manifett oppofition. All her wickednefs, bitier- 
nefs, enmity and rage, appeared to her to be pointed directly 
againft God. It pricked her to the heart ;~ her iniquity feem- 
ed greater than fhe could bear: the pains of hell got hold of 
her, and fhe was ready to give up in defpair. Her neceflity 
was the time of God’s mercy; he made bare his almighty 
arm, plucked her as a brand from the burning, brought hei 
into the glorious liberty of the gofpel, and gave her to tafte 
the {weets of redeeminz love. Her temper and condu& ap- 
peared entirely changed, and the vifible alteration in her, is as 
great as ever I beheld in any perfon. She has a great fenfe 
of the evil of her conduét, and cannot fpeak of it without 
teas: This is her view of it, to ufe her own expreflions, fhe 
was actuated by the very [pirit of the infernals. She told me, 
that when under deep conviction, fhe thought it utterly im- 
poffible for her ever to get rid of her enmity towards particu- 
Jar perfons ; but the firft of her beginning to take hope, and 
encouragement, was from finding thefe feelings wholly gone. 
and her foul melted intolove and tendernefs. She afcribes all 
to free fovereign grace, admiring the goodneis, forbearance, 
Jong fuffering and tender mercy of God, in bowing her will. 
as fhe ftaod out againft light and conviction, till his all-eon- 
qu“ring grace overpowed her. , 
Hereby, fhe has found peace and comfort ; happinefs is 
reftored to the family, and joy and gladnefs revived in the 
hearts of God’s childgen. if many inftances the power of 
divine grace has been fo ftrikingly difplayed as to be clearly 
eviucive, that it is the work of God. 
I an, gentlemen, with confiderations of efteem, — 
Yours, &c. 


JESSE EDSON. 
Halifax, (V.) Auguft 12, 1802. 
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A BRIEF SKETCH 

Of the life and dying cxrcifes of Mrs. B———, who died Fuly 

1802, in one of the towns in the flate of Maffachufetts, in the 
30th year of her age. 

AY the age of about fourteen years, Mrs. B became 

very ferioufly impreffed. For feveral weeks her dif- 

trefs of mind was great. She viewed herfelf as one of the 

greateft of finners. At times fhe was the fubjeé of the moft 

violent temptations of the adverfary, which nearly proved her 





ruin for time and eternity. But when her diftrefs was at * 


the greateft, and all hope from herfelf was cut off, God was 
pleafed to let a ray of light into her mind. She could fee 
the glory of God in every thing around, and was led to praife 
him, though fhe had no thought at that time that what fhe 
experienced was faving. All things appeared new: and ef- 
pecially fhe difcovered a new beauty and glory in the gofpel, 
and in the character of God as revealed in the Bible. 

From this time fhe continued a ferious, exemplary Chrif- 
tian till the age of feventeen years, when fhe publicly profef- 
fed religion. How deeply the was affected with a profpect of 
this folemn tran{faction, may be feen from the following ex- 
tract of aletter fhe wrote to a friend.“ Laft Friday even- 
ing, while I was alone, I had a defire to lift up my thoughts 
to fumething far higher than this world. Immediately my 
defires increafed, and I felt a willingnefs to leave all and fol- 
low Chrift. I have ever fince feen as it were a fountain open- 


ed, and God willing to forgive finners. Andif I know my . 


heart, I have given up myfelf to be devoted to God, which is 


perfec liberty, and to leave the fervice of Satan, which is per-~ 


fect flavery. O Sally, I would beg your fincere prayers for 
me that I may hold out to the end—-I feel it imprefled upon 
me as a duty to come now and own Chrift before the world, 
and fhall endeavour to do it. It is our duty to let finners know 


- that we can take comfort in fomething higher than this 


world.” 

It was a fingular evidence of her fincerity to fee her coming 
forward publicly in religion in her youthful age, while her 
companions were purfuing a different eourfe, 

After her attendance.on the communion fervice, fhe writes 
as follows:,“* This day has been a feaft to many fouls in this. 
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place. We have had the Lord's Supper adminiftered to us 
in a very itriking manner: “It feemed to me that the Lord 
was with us of a truth.—Laft pight I felt my fins fo heavy 
tha: | was almoft ready to think Lfhould nog. dare to go to 
the holy ordinance ; but the more | thought of my fins, the 
more | felt my need of ceinz, humble and penitent, and con- 
fefiig them toa mereifut God. And I hope I have gota 
fealed pardon,” 

For feveial of the laft years of life, fhe was the fubject of 
many remarkable, afl cting difpenfations of providence. Her 
conftitution was delicate, and in her fhort life, fhe experien- 
ced faveral diftrc fling fits of ficknefs.. But fhe found it 
good for her to be afflicted.” It was truly inftrudtive to no- 
tice her calmuefs and {weet refignation,, in feafons of inex- 
preffible bod ly diftrefs. The diftrefles of her body appeared 
like * the refiner’s fire” to purge away the drofs, and fit her 
foul for a more intimate enjoyment of God, Every turn of 
ficknefs feemed to raife her higher in the exercifes of grace. 

Her piety fhone bright in her conduct towards her family, 
She was faithful to her dear companion, whom fhe viewed to 
be in anunfin&rfied ftate, to warn him. of the importance. of 
arelicious life. She had been bleff-d with three little daugh- 
ters, whofe mods fhe cultivated with great care as far 
as they were capable of inftruGion, Such was her fituation 
25 to bodily health, thar fhe expedéted to leave them. in the 
‘ide world without a mother to guard their tender years, 
“his thought excited her to great diligence im every duty 
wich refpected the good of their fouls. 

She lived in the habi-ual expe@ation of her own death, and 
wrote a few lincs of advice for her children,-to be given to 
them atter her deceafe A few weeks before her death, fhe 
peparcd her funcrai drefs, though fhe was then in a flate cf 
perfect health, ; 

Her laSficknefs was fhort and inexoreffibly fevere. It con- 
tinued about fourteen days. Amid grat pein of body fhe 
evidenced to all around her, how precious religion ts in death, 

Through her whole ficknefs fhe fuemed to be*carried far 
above ithe things of time, and to be imprefl'd with the idea 
that fhe fhould not recover. A'‘yout a week before her death, 
ina dream, fhe had fuclia fentible view of the glories of the 
invifible world, that the ever after feemed in hafte to depart. 
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Death of Mrs. B=. 3s. 
She thought, in her fleep, that fhe was in the immediate pres 


fence of her God and Saviour, in company with numberlefs. i 


faints, particularly the old patriarchs, prophets, and apoftles 5. 
and that fhe loved them better than fhe evershad: any of her 
earthly friends. Her affeCtions after this feemed ima great 
meafure to quit their hold.on fublunary things. “As my love 
to God,” faid fhe, “increafes in my foul, I am lefs anxious for 
my earthly friends. I have formerly been unwilling to leave 
my children, for fear taey might fail of a religious education § 
but now I can leave them with God, who can do much better. 


for them than I can. I can with the greateft fafety commit 
all my friends to God, and caft myfelf and all my concerns on 


hire.”’ Being afked how God appeared to her ?. She faid he 
appeared to be an infinitely great and glorious:being, infinite 
in goodnefs, and that fhe felt furrounded with hts prefence and 
adorable majefty. Being afked whether fhe felt her fins par- 
doned? She replied, ‘* yefterday 1 had to come to him asa 
fin-hating and fin-forgiving God. 

To a youth in full vigour of health, whom fhe viewed to 
be out of Chrift, the faid “ I would not exchange conditions 
with you for any thing. Oh, don’t give yourfelf any reft day 
hor night.” 

She often exprefled longing defires to depart, faying, the 
did not think her weak frame cou!d have held. out fo Jong.—- 
She would fometimes inquire, “ How long do you think I can 
endure?” Qn a perfon’s obferving to her that fhe feemed al- 
moft gone, fhe faid, “ I thought you told me fo two days ago.” 
She would then fear being impatient to wait God’s time. — 
She could not bear to have any of her friends unwilling to 
part with her. On obferving one of her fifters overcome 
with grief, the faid, “Is not he a juft God ? What is this 
world that ye wifh me to live in it ?” Her fifter replied, 
* This world is nothing to me, and I feel as though, I had 
rather die than live here without you.” This bgought a tear 
Into her eyes, and fhe replied, “ It will be but a little. time 
that you have to ftay behind,’ Being requefted by her fif- 
ter to leave fome word for her to think upon and remember 
her by, fhe faid, “ Give up this world entirely, and every 
thing in it, and feek the Lord and he will certainly be found 
of you. I can fay no more to you than you have in the bible, 
It is full of confolations,” 
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At times fhe expreffed great anxiety for thofe-who were 
out of Chrift. * I want to fay much to them, but I have not 
ftrength. I feel a tender pity for them..—But they have Mo- 
fes and the prophets.”’ 

To thofe who ftood round her bed, fhe faid, “ I am here a 
fpectacle for you to look at, and fee to what you are coming 
——[ am preferved by God’s power for a warning to you, that 
God may be glorified.” 

After all hopes of her recovery were pait, fhe was afked, if 
it would furprife her to hear that we thought her near her 
end? She replied, “ Not at all.” Then with calmnefs fhe 
prepared to take leave of her relatives ;——converfed fome time 
with her hufband alone ;—examined into the ftate of his mind, 
and exhorted him above all things to make religion the chief 
bufinefs of life ;—defired him not to mourn for her but for 
fin ; and called in the family one by one, and gave them her 
dying counfel. 

Being vifited by her minifter, fhe defired prayers, and wher 
afked what he fhould pray for, replied, “ That God may be 
glorined in all things.”” At another time fhe faid, “ My work 
is all done, and I have nothing to do but to breathe out my 
foul into the hafids of him who gave it.” 

The evening but one before her death fhe feemed perfeétly 
ferene and happy. Her mind was foentirely carried into the 
world of glory, and her expeétations of being foon freed from 
fin and forrow, were fo high, that it fettled her countenance 
into a {weet {mile of complacency. A hymn was read to her 
entitled, “ The fong of heaven, defired by faints on earth.” 
She clofed her eyes and appeared as if in a {weet extacy of 
delight while attending. 

After this happy evening fhe endured diftrefs of body which 
cannot be defcribed. She was patient and fubmiffive under 
all her diftreffes, till fhe clofed the fcene of mortal life. Yet 
imagination follows the departed foul into the world of fpirits. 
And this calls to mind fome more of her cheering words.—~ 
“ Tf,”’, faid fhe, “ I had only ftepped on the other fide of death, 
it feems to me nothing on earth could induce me to return,” 


‘© Hark foe bids her friends adieu, 
Some angel calls her to the /pberes, 
Our eyes the radiant form purfue, 
Through liquid tele(copes of tears. 
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Farewell, bright foul, a foort farewell, 
Till we fhall meet again above, 

In the feet groves where pleafures dwell, 
And trees of life bear fruits of love.” 





a 


At a Meeting of the Truftees of the Miffionary Society of Con- 
neGicut, at Hartford, May 11, 1803. 


Vorep, That the Editors of the Conneticut Evangeli- 
cal Magazine be requeftcd to publifh in their next number 
a letter addreffed to the: Board from a female friend of mif- 
fions, inclofing a donation of five dollars to the Society, to- 
gether with a copy of this vote; as a teftimony of the Board’s 
approbation of the letter, and their thanks to the unknown 
writer. Atteft, 

ABEL FLINT, Secretary. 


To the Trufees of the Miffionary Society of Connecticut. 
GENTLEMEN, 
TRUST there are none who love our Lord Jefus Chrift 


in fincerity, who do not applaud your apparent zeal and 
induftry in the caufe of our divine Mafter. They alfo blefs 


God that he doth, from time to time, raife up inftruments fer - 


the advancement of the Redeemer’s kingdom in the world. 
And as you have freely offered your fervice in this glorious 
caufe, it furely becometh others, according to their feveral 
ability, to follow the example. The earth 1s the Lord’s and 
the fulnefs thereof ; but, bleffed be God, he is pleafed to ac. 
cept whatever his creatures have to beftow, (provided it be 
done with a right difpofition of heart) as a facrifice acceptable 
to himfelf. Accordingly I fend you inclofed in this a five 
dollar bill, which pleafe to appropriate to the Miffionary bufi_ 
nefs. It is the price of induftry. My health has been for g 
confiderable time bad, at leaft by turns, which led me ex. 
ceedingly to prize the blefling when I enjoyed it, and made 
me to inquire, what fhall I render to the Lord for all his ben- 
efis ? Accordingly [ refolved to fet apart fix pence of mv 
earnings, each week, in which I was able to perform my tatk, 
to charitable purpofes, and I have this little fum remaining ; 
and I can aflure my young female companions that I feel a 
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36 
pleafure in doing thus, which twice the fum could not procure 
for me if employed jn adorning my body. May the Lord 
blefs you and make you able watchmen upon the walls of Je- 
rufalem, fill your fou!s with holy joy, and when you have fine 
ifhed your pilgrimage on earth, receive you for Chrift’s fake, 
20 manfions of eternal reft !—-— 

FROM A FEMALE FRIEND TO MISSIONS, 
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[ From the Conneicut Evangelical Magazine.] 


THOUGHTS 
On the Gofpel means of awakening Sinners. 


REVIOUSLY to the converfion of finners, it is God’s 
ordinary method to conyince them of their deplorable 
itate, and awaken their confciences. Conviction appears to 
be a pre-requifite to regeneration: and this pre-requifite is 
effected in the ufe of means. “ By the law is the knowledge 
of fin.” And how fhall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard ?” 
Now, it is an important inguiry, what do€trines and divine 
truths are the moft direétly calculated for the conviGtion and 
awakening of finners ? Some fay, they ought to be encoura- 
ged in their own works, and by warmly exhorting them to 
<juty, and fetting before them the beauty of holinefs, they will 
hercby be the moft likely to become convinced and awaken- 
ed. Others advocate, that fimply holding up the terrors of 
hell, will be moft likely to produce this needful cffect. Even 
fome, who profefs to be Calviniftic in fentiment, tell us, that 
the doctrine of ftri& total depravity, and divine ab{clure fove- 
reignty, arenot profitable to awaken dinners, but will have a 
more direét tendency to increafe their ftupidity. Vhefe alfo, 
who are difpofed to cavil at truth, and who choofe to remain 
aindifturbed in their fins, tell us, that if they are abfolutely 
dependent on divine grace, they will ref&t contented, God will 
do with them as he pleafes. But as we have no warrant 
to make the feelings of the depraved heart our guide, let this 
enquiry be now directly made ;—what ideas are the moft 
fuitable to be impreffed on the mind of the thoughtlefs finner,y 
an order for him to be e/armed in view of his ftate ? | 
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— Lanfwer. Let it be clearly brought into his view, that he 
isin a totally finful, ruined fate : and that there is no other 
help but in the mere fovereign pleafure of God. 

I will proceed to eftablifh this anfwer by evidence. Asa 
theme of illuftration, recourfe will be bad to a circumftance 
recorded by St. Matthew, fourteenth chapter. An inftance 
is there ftated concerning the apoftle Peter, which bears a di- 
rect analogy to the queftion now before us. 

At atime when our Lord walked on the fea of Tiberias, 
to meet his difciples in confequence of Peter’s requeft, the Sas 
viour bade Peter comeand meet him. But we read, * when 
he faw the wind boifterous he was afraid; and, beginning to 
fink, he cried, feying, Lerd fave me.” Here we.may 1emark, 
ift. That Peter faw he was finking. The wind was boifte- 
rous, and we are told, he began to fink. 2. He found that he 
could not deliver himfelf. He muft doubtlefs be convinced 
of this, when the billows of the powerful elements began to 
overfiow him, and all his exertions tono ef. a. 3. He faw 
that if he were faved, it muft be Chrift alone that could fave 
him. Finding his own ftrength tail, and the Saviour near 
him, at this critical moment, the only alternative was, that 
perhaps the Lord might reach out his almighty arm and ref- 
cue him from his threatened death. 4. Weremark that Pe- 
ter was alarmed. Convinced of thofe things we have here 
noted, at this moff critical period, he was all attention to cry 


out, “ Lord fave me !” All now failing him but a gleam cf 


hope, which refted wholly on the mere fovereign pleafure of 
Jefus, it cannot be ftrange that he cried out as he did. Indeed, 
who would not have been alarmed tn this cafe ? The natural 
capacities of every human mind are of the fame ftructure. 
That which is calculated to. affeét one, is calculated to affee 
another ; and we fee alfo, that thofe exifting circumftances 
which would caufe alarm refpecting temporal, bodily danger, 
would caufe alarm refpeting fpiritual, eternal danger. To 
View the foul t imminent danger of fuffering the fecond 
death, is it not as alarming a conficeration as to view the bo- 
dy imminently expofed to natural death ? The fpiritual fate 
of every one who is not bern of God, will very well compare 
with the ftate of Peter, as itrefoc@ed his natural life. Are 
not finners, while they remain fuch, continually finking inte 
eternal perdition? ‘he Holy Ghoft tells us, “* they ftand ow 
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flippery places.” They are every moment fo {pecially expa- 
fed to fall into hell, that the prophets reprefent them as being 
¢° on flippery places in the darknefs.’? Can finners deliver 
themfelves from this imminent danger ? It is fure they can no 
more deliver themfelves, than could Peter, from the watery 
grave into which he was plunging. Our Lord reprefents 
them as owing more than ten thoufand talents, and having 
nothing to pay. ‘They are alfo wholly oppofed to the way of 
deliverance ; being under the dominion of a “ carnal mind, 
which is enmity againft God.” Is there any poffible way of 
deliverance except through the mere grace of the Saviour ? 
Chrift plainly fays, © Without me ye can do nothing.” Our 
fallen ftate is fuch, that we are exprefsly told, “it is not of 
him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that 
fheweth mercy.”” Now, can it be auy other than the want 
of a conviction of being in this critical ftate, that tan be the 
caufe of finners remaining in ftupidity ? Or, can they view 
themfelves a down to eternal ruin, and remain wholly 
at eafe and quiet? If they can, then the finking cifciple was 
alarmed without any rational ground, 

By adding a few general remarks, it will appear ftill more 
clearly, that bringing into view their criminal, ruined ftate, 
and pointing out to them that there is no other help, but in 
the mere fovereign pleafure of God, is the moft fuecefsful 
method of awakening finners. 

In the firft place let it be noted, that a knowledge of dan- 
eer is always neceflary in order for a perfon to fear danger. 
The mariner, calmly failing, feels no alarm from an unfeen 
ftorm ; though it may foon invade him, in a moft dreadful 
torrent. But when it comes to his view, and he finds himfelf 
ebout to perifh, terror and alarm feize him ! Indeed, where- 
ever there are fenfible apprehenfions of danger, emotions of 
fear and concern will be excited, even if there be no hope of 
efcape. Itis not hope, which alarms people, but a knowledge 
of danger. 

Again; none who have juft ideas of God, will fear his 
difpleafure, unlefs they are fenfible they have difobeyed him. 
Sinners, as well as faints, may apprehend, that God will not 
ir fli:t upon them the punifhment of eternal death, unlefs they 
have directly broken his holy law. Hence, to have that reli- 


gious concern which arifes from proper ground, a perfon 
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tnuft fee that he is really a criminal, as well as fee that he is 
in a dangerous fituation. It is needful, therefore, that the 
finner’s true character be difcriminated, and held up to view. 

It may, alfo, be further remarked, that even when a perfon 
is convinced that he is in danger of divine wrath, and alfo 
that he is truly deferving of it, his anxiety will not be great, 
fo long as he retains an idea that by his ownexertionshe can be 
reinftated into the divine favour. Suppefe a perfon have ever 
{o important a piece of work to perform, and at the fame time 
have labourers employed fufficient to do it,—in this cafe, 
would he not view things going on well? How needful it 
is, therefore, that finners be told they are fo dead in trefpaffes 
and fins, that for them to be faved, they muft be plucked as 
brands out of the fire! | 

Add the remarks that have now been made, to the fact, that 
was adduced concerning Peter ; and muft not the anfwer 
that was given to the queftion ftated, appear very plain ? 


(To be concluded.) 
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POETRY. 


Dpto roo Ke 
THE COMMUNICANT’S CONFLICT AND RESOLVE—tL, M: 


I HE time is now approaching near, 
When God his table will prepare, 
With dainties for his children dear, 


With heav’nly bleffingsy rich and rare. 


2 Here all his loving friends may come 
And fee a Saviour’s fmiling face ; 
Here they may venture near his throne 
And feaft their fouls upon his grace. 


3 The joyful invitation fays ; 

Approach, ye hungry ftarving few, 
You need not pine away your days, 

Here now is frefh fupplies for you. 
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4 Poetry. 


4 Here are fupplies of richeft love, 
Which life and ftrength and joy impart, 
To raife your thoughts to things above, 
And cheer and help your fainting heart. 


5 Dear Lord, may fuch one as I 
Among thy children have a place ? 
A guilty finner doom’d to die, 
But fain weuld venture on thy grace. ! 


6 Methinks I fear, I dread to come 
Unto this holy facred featt, 
eft 1 fhould hear the dreadful doom 
That fell upon th’ unwelcomergueft : 


7 Wretch, how durft thou approach my board 
Without the wedding garment on ? 
How dare you come fo near the Lord 
Without an int’reft in my Son? 


_ 8 Take him and bind him feet and hands ; 
His portion is eternal pain; 
To enath his teeth and bite his hands 
Where dreadful ftorms of vengeance sains 


g Butah! I think I cannot ftay 
And difobey my deareft Lord : 
Methinks I hear my Jefus fay, 
The foul that loves me keeps my word. 


0 Now Lord decide this doubtful cafe, 
And raife my feeble fainting foul : 
From fears and doubts my mind releafe, 
And make iny broken Spirit whole. 


a1 Thenin thy ftrength I'l] venture on, 
And will confefs my dying Lord— 
I humbly truft that me he’|] own, 
And make me welcome at his board. 
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From Mifs Amy Smith, late of Weft-Liberty, de- 
ecaicd, a bequeitof -« « e - a2ddolls. 








